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School

(please prinf)

Teacher Name

Grade

ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

2010 - 2011
Code of

ELEMENTARY/SECONDARY/POSTSECONDARY

Student Conduct

STuDeNT aND PareNT ackNowleDGemeNT

The purpose of th€ode of Student
Conduct is to help your son/daughter
gain the greatest possible benefit
from his/her education. The Internet
Use Policy found within th€ode of
Student Conduct provides guidance
to students on acceptable use of
the Orange County Public Schools
(OCPS) computer network.

When a student is assigned OCPS
property such as textbooks, band
equipment, athletic equipment, or
computer equipment, they are
required to exercise reasonable

care to protect against its loss or
damage. In the event OCPS property
is lost or damaged while in the

care of a student, the student's
parent/guardian will be financially
responsible for reimbursing OCPS
the reasonable cost of repair or
replacenent of the item.

When you have read and discussed
the documents with your child, sign
this sheettear it off the front cover

of this booklet and return it to the
school. This form will be kept at the
school site.

Fallure To reTurN
THIS ackNowleDGemeNT
Form wlll NoT relleVe
a STuDeNT or THe
PareNT/GuarDIlaN oF
THe reSPoNSIBIIITY For

comPllaNce wiTH THe CODE
OF STUDENT CONDUCT
or accouNTaBIIITY For
0SS or DamaGe To
ocPS ProPerTY.

I have received and reviewed the Code of Student Conduct and the Intemet Policy. As the parent/guardian,
| grant pemission for my child to access networked computer services.

Print Student Name

Student Signature

Date

Print Parent/Guardian Name

As a parent, The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (found in Section 1 of the Code of Student Conduct) affords you  certain rights with respect to
your student's education records. If you decide that you do not want the school to release your - child's information, contact your school to complete the

appropriate form.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date
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ArnoldPalmerHospitalfor
Childrenhasrecentlyexpanded
itsservicesforkidsbyopening
specialtyclinicsallarou@e
ntralFlorida.Locations
includeClermont,Melbourne,
Orlando, Sanfal and Waterford
Lakes. It's expert care for kids,
reallyclosetohome.

Servicesofferedinclude:

A:raniomaxillofacialSurgery

kndocri nology
astroenterology
ephrology
europsychology

eurosurgery
/gc)rthopedi(:A3
ul monolog y
ARheumatoIogy
portsMedicine

ArnoldPalmerHospitalfor
Children.Greatpediatric
specialtyservicesdesigned
withonepurposeinmidd
making kids feel better.

To learn more, visit
arnoldpalmerhospital.com,
call 321.8HEALTH
(321.843.2584) or

join us on facebook at
facebook.com/orlandohealth.
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CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT 2010 - 2011

INTRODUCTION

of Orange County Public Schools is: To be the
producer of successful students in the nation.

ith this vision in mind, the Orange

County school system has
developed th€ode of Student
Conduct to help students,
parents, and school personnel
understand the guidelines for
maintaining a safe and orderly

learning environment. each
school develops its own rules and

expectations for student conduct *

based on the district wideode
of Student Conduct.

The code applies to all Orange
County Public Schools (OCPS)
students in pr&indergarten
through grade 12, including high

top

attending either a technical
center in a duaénrollment

program or a community school
program for high school credit.

Each OCPS student must
obey district rules:

A While on school grounds

‘ A While being transported
to or from school at
public expense

A during schoakponsored
events, such as field trips,
athletic functions, and
similar activities

school and school age students

Notice of Limited Responsibility for Supervising Students

A OCPS employees are not responsible for
supervising students who arrive on school
grounds more than 30 minutes before

Schools also have authority

to discipline students for acts
near or related to the school,
when a student's conduct has a
detrimental effect on the health,
safety or welfare of the student,
of other students, of the school
or of school personnel.

While students may be
disciplined for infractions
according to the responses
outlined in this code of conduct,
be aware that there could be
additional consequences through
law enforcement for acts that
violate the law.

students not in attendance at school, or
students not authorized to participate in
schootsponsored activities.

school and 30 minutes before a school A Casual or incidental contact between OCPS

sponsored activity is scheduled to begin or
students remaining on school grounds more
than 30 minutes after school and 30
minutes after the schesponsored activity
ends.OCPS is not responsible for

supervising

personnel and students on school grounds
shall rot result in a duty to supervise students.
Parents or guardians should not rely on OCPS
employees to provide supervision for their child
outside of the above time period.
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PARENT RIGhTS:
STUDENT RECORDS

as a parent, The Family educational rights
and Privacy act (FerPa) affords you certain
rights with respect to your student's
education records. These rights are:

1. The right to inspect and review
the student's education records
within 45 days of the day the school
receives a request for access. You
must submit a written request to the
principal that identifies the record(s)
you wish to inspect. The principal will
make arrangements for access and
notify you of the time and
place where the records may
be inspected.

2.The right to request the amendment
of the student's education redor
that you believe is inaccurate or
misleading. You must write the
principal, clearly identify the part of
the record you want changed, and
specify why it is inaccurate or
misleading. If the school decides not
to amend the record as requested,
the school will notify you of the
decision and advise you of your
right to a hearing regarding the
request for amendment.

3. The right to consent to disclosure

of personally identifiable information
contained in the student's education
records, excepbtthe extent that

FerPa authorizes disclosure without
consent. One exception, which
permits disclosure without consent, is
disclosure to school officials with
legitimate educational interests. a
school official is a person employed
by the district as an administrator,
supervisor, instructor, or support
staff; the person elected to the
school board; or, a person or
company with whom the district has
contracted to perform a specific task.
a school official has a legitimate
educational interest if the official
needs to review an education record
in order to fulfill his or her
professional responsibility. Personally
identifiable information will be
released without consent to
appropriate officials in emergency
situations, to comply with a lawfully
issued subpoena and in cases
involving compulsory school
attendance and child abuse.

. The right to file a complaint with the

U.S. department of education
concerning alleged failures by the
school to comply with the
requirements of FerPa. The address
of the Office that administers FerPa
is: Family Policy Compliance Office,
U.S. department of education, 400
Maryland avenue, SW,

Washington, dC 20262605.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PARENT RIGhTS tescssssasne csscecae
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RELEASE OF
DIRECTORY
INFORMATION

Orange County Public Schools may
release the following "directory

information” without your permission

unless you notify the principal, in writing,
within ten (10) calendar days of the receipt
of this public notice.

directory Information: Student's name,
address, grade level (if junior or senior),
dates of attendance, participation in
school sponsored activities and sports,
weight and height of members of athletic
teams, and awards and honors received.
(Federal law authorizes military recruiters
to obtain telephone numbers of high
school students.)

Under the provisions of the Family
educational rights and Privacy act, you
have the right to withhold the release of
the directory information listed above.

If you decide that you do not want the
school to release the information listed
above, contact the school that your child
attends for the appropriate form to
complete.



SeCTION lISTUDENT RIGhTS AND RESPONSIbILITIES

SAFE, POSITIVE, AND RECEPTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Student rights

Student responsibilities

To attend school in a positive learning environment

To maintain a decorum that enhances a positive learning
environment

To have school personnel who are receptive to student needs
and concerns

To express needs and concerns in an appropriate manner

To feel safe from crime, violence, intimidation, bullying,
harassment, racism, and other discrimination in the school

ATTENDANCE
Student rights

To know and obey district and school behavioral expectations
and to report unsafe situations to school or law enforcement
personnel or Speak Out Hotline§00-226-7733)

Student responsibilities

To be informed of school board policies and school rules about
absenteeism and tardiness

To attend classes daily and be on time

To appeal a decision about an absence

To explain or document the reason for an absence

To make up class work in a reasonable amount of time after an
excused absence/suspension

COUNSELING
Student rights

To request makeap work after an absence/suspension and to
complete it in a reasonable amount of time

Student responsibilities

To be informed about school guidance services

To use guidance services for educational and
personal improvement

To have access to individual and group counseling

To schedule guidance appointments ahead of time,
except in emergencies

To request counseling

CURRICULUM

Student rights

To work cooperatively with all school personnel

Student responsibilities

To receive a teacher's grading standard at the beginning of the
grading period

To request academic and extracurricular programs that are in
line with ability

To receive course descriptions

To ask for help from school personnel in choosing courses

To learn from competent teachers in an atmosphere free from
bias and prejudice

To cooperate with teachers and contribute to an atmosphere
free from bias and prejudice

To take part in basic skills programs in elementary, middle, and
high schools

To make every effort to master the basic skills



FREE SPEECh/EXPRESSION
Student rights

Student responsibilities

To express views through speaking and writing, but without
being obscene, disruptive, slanderous, or libelous

To respect the right of others to express their views

To participate in patriotic observances

To behave respectfully during patriotic observances

To have one's religious beliefs respected

To respect the religious beliefs of others and to refrain from
activities that hold religious beliefs up to ridicule

To assemble peaceably on school grounds while following
federal, state, and local regulations

To plan, get approval for and conduct activities that are in line
with the school's goals

To help develop and distribute publications as part of the
educational process

To follow the rules of responsible journalism under the guidance
of an advisor, including seeking complete information about
topics and refraining from publishing libelous or obscene
material

To be protected from sexual harassment

GRADES
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PRIVACY AND PROPERTY RIGhTS
Student rights

To have privacy of personal possessions unless school personnel

have reason to believe a student is in possession of materials
prohibited by law or school board policy

To have personal property respected

To refrain from sexual harassment

Student rights

To receive a teacher's grading standards at the beginning of the
grading period

To be notified of failure/potential failure when work is
unsatisfactory

Student responsibilities

To learn about grading standards

To meet academic standards in line with ability and to make
every effort to improve unsatisfactory work

Student responsibilities

To keep materials prohibited by law or school board policy away
from school or school activities

To respect others' personal property



STUDENT RECORDS

Students/Parents/Guardians rights

Student responsibilities

To inspect and challenge information in a student's records

To give the school information that could help in making

educational decisions

To be protected by laws that prohibit releasing personally
identifiable information (other than directory information),

without the consent of the parent, guardian or eligible student,
to anyone who is not legally authorized to receive such
information. eligible students are those 18 years of age or over
and/or those attending a postsecondary institution

SAFE hARbOR PROVISION

a student may approach a school official
and voluntarily surrender an object, the
possession of which is prohibited by the
Code of Student Conduct, provided

the object is one that the student could
lawfully possess off school grounds and is
not a firearm.

If a student approaches a school official
and voluntarily surrenders such an object,

then the student will not be subject to
disciplinary action.

This safe harbor provision does not apply
if a search is ongoing in the school.

The parent/guardian will make arrange
ments to pick up the object from the
school, if applicable.

If a student discovers an illegal item such
as drugs, a weapon or other contraband

To release information to people or agencies working for the
good of the student

on school property, including on a school
bus, the student may apjpch a school
official and report the discovery. a student
shall not be in violation of th€ode of
Student Conduct solely by making such

a report. School officials shall adhere to
policies and procedures concerning further
investigation ofthe

report.

PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR/CO-CURRICULAR ACTMTIES

In order to participate in extracurricular/
co-curricular activities or athletic

programs, students must adhere to school
board policies, schodiased criteria,

and applicable law. It is important for
students to understand that the behavioral
expectations placed upon them by the
school can extend beyond the classroom
and school campus. Pursuant to Florida
law, the schooboard has the authority

to withhold participation privileges from
students. The Juvenile Justice System

STUDENT DRESS

has committed to working in conjunction
with school officials toward maintaining
standards of behavior for all students
including those who participate in
extracurricular/cecurricular activities

and athletics.

With this in mind, any student who has
been formally charged with a felony or
similar offense by a prosecuting attorney
shall be excluded from participation in
extracurricular/cecurricular activities

and athletics for a minimum of one

calendar year. If the student is not found
guilty or if the charges are dismissed,
the student may return upon presenting
documentation of the court's decision.

nothing in this section of th@ode of
Student Conduct shall preclude the
exercising of any existing authority of
the Superintendent, his designee or the
Juvenile Justice System.

The dress and grooming of Orange County Public Schools students shall contribute to the health and safety of thepratividea,
positive educational environment, and not disrupt the educational activities and processes of the school. Thesestamciandsof dress
and grooming apply to all students in the public schools of Orange County, unless a specific exemption is granteddiyathearmyin
request for an exemption shall be made to the principal.

1. Clothes shall be worn as they are
designeesuspenders over the
shoulders, pants secured at the
waist, belts buckled, no underwear
as outerwear, no underwear exposed.

2. Clothing with holes, tears, or

inappropriate patches will not be
allowed if corsidered obscene.

3. Bare midriffs and bare sides
should not show even when arms
are extended above the head.

4. Clothing normally worn when
participating in a school sponsored
extracurricular or sports activity
may be worn to school when
approved by the sponsor, coach, or

principal. examples would be
cheerleader, drill team and band
uniforms, team shirts, etc.

5. Clothing that is too tight or revealing
iS unacceptable.

6. Garments and/or jewelry which
display or suggest sexual, vulgar,



drug, alcohol, or tobacerlated
wording/graphics or may tend to
provoke violence or disruption in
school shall not be worn.

7. Gang paraphernalia, jewelry,

tattoos, clothing or other insignias
which display, suggest, provoke,

or may tend to provoke violence or
disruptions are not allowed.

8. The following items have potential

to cause disruption or threat to a
safe and positive school environment
and are prohibited.

—

a. Hats, caps, visors, sunglasses,
or bandanas while on campus
during the school day

b. Chains hanging from the neck,
belt, pocket, or attached to wallet

c. Jewelry that contains any type of
sharp object
9. Hemlines of shorts, dresses, skirts,
and skorts shall be no shorter than
mid-thigh.
10. Clothing must follow the four finger
wide rule at the shoulders.

11. Shoes shall be worn. The following
are not acceptable:
a. Thong sandals (R)
b. Cleated Shoes (K2)c.
Backless Shoes (R)
d. Heeleys [shoes with wheels-{IR)

Individual schools are expected to use the
district dress and grooming guidelines as
minimum standards, but are encouraged
to extend their own standards to meet the
uniqueness of their school community.

J ERGENCY DOOR:

STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR STUDENTS TRANSPORTED

bY SChOOL bUS

Because of the school district's continuing efforts to provide safe transportation for all students, whether for a field trip, athletic
function, similar activity, or to and from home, students are expected to abide by the following standards of school bus behavior, in

addition to the Code of Student Conduct:

1. Obey the bus driver at all times.

2. Stand off the roadway while waiting
for the bus.

3. Be at the bus stop five minutes prior
to a scheduled stop time.

4. Cross the roadway several steps in
front of the bus.

5. ride only on the assigned bus.

6. Board and depart at the assigned
bus stop.

7. act appropriately while waiting for
the bus.

8. Give your proper name when

requested by the bus operator
or monitor.

9. remain seated at all times when
the bus is moving.
10. remain silent when the dome
lights are on.

11. remain silent at railroad crossings.

12. refrain from bringing food, drinks,
gum, and tobacco on the bus.

13. refrain from bringing reptiles,
bugs, animals, or marine life (dead
or alive) on the bus.

14. refrain from bringing instruments,
which would interfere with seating
and safety of others on the bus
if there is not an empty seat to
place them.

15. refrain from displaying signs from
the bus.

16. refrain from using profane
language or gestures.

17. refrain from acts of vandalism.

18. refrain from throwing any objects
from the windows of the bus.

19. refrain from any conduct or
behavior that interferes with the
orderly, safe, and expeditious
transportation of yourself or other
bus riders.

Video cameras have been installed on
many buses. Students may be filmed at
any time during their ride. The tapes may
be utilized to determine violations of the
Code of Student Conduct. Violations of
these standards, ti@ode of Student
Conduct or any action or behavior by a
student(s) to substantially distract the
driver and causes or has the potential to
cause a safety hazard on a moving bus
may be the basis for suspension from bus/
school and/or expulsion from bus riding
privileges.

.... o/°



STUdenT neTWOTrK USe (InTerneT) POLICY

Internet

Policy

EDUCATIONAL
PURPOSE

Internet access has been established for
a limited educational purpose and shall
be consistent with the district's curriculum
and Sunshine State Standards. The term
"educational purpose" includes academic
activities, career development, and limited
high-quality selfdiscovery activitiesaccess
has not been established gablic

service or a public forum.

Orange County Public Schools (OCPS)
has the right to place reasonable
restrictions on the material accessed or
posted through the system. Students are
expected to follow the rules set forth in
the Code of Student Conduct and the

law in the use of the Internet and network
resources.

Students may not use the Internet for
commercial purposes. This means you may
not offer, provide, or purchase products o
services through the Internet at any school
using any district resource.

STUDENT INTERNET
ACCESS

e-mail is an electronic mail system,
which allows students to communicate
oneto-one with people throughout the
world. Students may haveneail or

chat

access only under their teacher's direct
supervision for specific instructional
purposes as designated by the
school.

Only specific authorized-mail access will
be permitted by the district as required
by the Children's Internet Protection act
(ClPa).Students may not establish web
e-mail accounts through the district's
Internet access.

all students will have access to Internet
World Wide Web information resources
through the classroom, media center, or
computer lab.

If approved by administrators, students
may contribute to a school web page.
all content must be prapproved by the
appropriate staff.

UNACCEPTAbLLE
USES

The following uses of OCPS Internet
access are considered unacceptable:

Personal Safety

Students will not post personal contact
information about themselves or other
people. Personal contact information
includes address, telephone, school
address, work address, etc. This
information may not be provided to an
individual, organization, or company,
including websites that solicit personal
information. Promptly disclose any
messages received that are inappropriate
or make you feel uncomfortable to

a teacher.

lllegal activities

do not attempt to gain unautliwed

access to the OCPS network or to any
other computer system through the
Internet or go beyond authorized access.
This includes attempting to log in through
another person's account or access
another person's files. These actions are
illegal, even if only for the purposes

of "browsing."

do not make deliberate attempts to
disrupt the computer system or destroy
data by spreading computer viruses or by
any other means. These actions are illegal
[F.S. 815 Computerelated Crimes].

all orange county schools offer
Internet and network access for
students in selected areas. This
document contains the acceptable

use Policy for student use of the
Internet.

do not use the OCPS network to engage
in any illegal act, such as arranging &or
drug sale or the purchase of alcohol,
engaging in criminal gang activity,
threatening the safety of persons, etc.

System Security

Students are responsible for individual
network access and must take all
reasonable precautions to prevent access
by others. Under no conditions should

a student provide passwords to another
person. Students will immediately notify

a teacher or the school's technology
coordinator if a possible security problem
has been identified. any attempt to look
or scan for security problems will be
construed as an illegal attempt to gain
access. avdithe inadvertent spread of
computer viruses by following the district
virus protection procedures if software has
been downloaded.

Under no circumstances are students
permitted to use a workstation to gain
access to student grades or other private
student records.

Students will not load unauthorized
software on computers or on file servers.
Students will not use any equipment or
software to bypass, destruct, modify or
abuse OCPS network access or disrupt the
network activities of others. anyustent
identified as a security risk or haviag

history of problems with computer

and/or network access may be denied
authorization.

Studertowned hardware will not be
permitted to connect to the district
network unless written permissi@n

granted by the school principal.
appropriate antivirus software and
security software must be activated before
network use.



Inappropriate language
restrictions against inappropriate
language apply to public messages,
private messages, and material posted on
web pages.

Students will not use obscene, profane,
lewd, vulgar, rude, threatening, or
disrespectful language. Students will

not harass another person. Harassment

is persistently acting in a manner that
distresses or annoys another person. If a
student is told by a person to stop sending
messages, he or she must stop.

Students will not knowingly or recklessly
post false or defamatory information
about a personr@rganization.

Students will not repost a message
that was sent to you privately without
permission of the person who sent you
the message. You will not post private
information about another person.

RESPECTING
RESOURCE LIMITS

Use the system only for educational and
career development activities and limited,
high-quality, selfdiscovery activities.

do not download files larger than 3 MB
unless absolutely necessary. If necessary,
download the file at a time when the
system is not being heavily used.

Students will check-enail frequently,
delete unwanted messages promptly, and
stay within the establishedneail quota.

do not post chain letters or engage in
"spamming.” Spamming is sending an
annoying or unnecessary message to a
large number of people.

PLAGIARISM AND
COPYRIGHhT

do not plagiarize works that you find on
the Internet. Plagiarism is taking the ideas
or writings of others and presenting them
as if they were yours.

respect the rights of copyright owners.
Copyright infringement occurs when
you inappropriately reproduce a work
that is protected by a copyright. If a
work contains language that specifies

appropriate use of that work, follow the
expressed requiremisn Students should
request permission from the copyright
owner.

INAPPROPRIATE
ACCESS

In accordance with the Children's Internet
Protection act (CIPa), all OCPS web
access is filtered; however, this does not
preclude the possibility that inappropriate
sites are not blocked. do not use OCPS
Internet to access material that is
profane or obscene (pornography), that
advocates illegal acts, or that advocates
violence or discrimination towards

other people (hate literature). a special
exception may be made if the purpose
of access is to conduct research with
instructor and district approval. Students
shall immediately notify a teacher if
inappropriate information is mistakenly
accessed. Thiwill protect students
against a claim of intentional violation of
this policy. Parents or guardians should
instruct their students if there is additional
material that they think it would be
inappropriate to access. The district fully
expects that the student will follow his or
her parent's instructions in this matter.

STUDENT RIGhTS

Free Speech

Student rights to free speech, as set forth
in theCode of Student Conduct, also

apply to communication on the Internet.
The OCPS Internet is considered a limited
forum, similar to a school newspaper,

and therefore administrators may restrict
speech for valid educational reasons.
However, speech will not be restricted

on the basis of a disagreement with the
opinions a student expresses.

Search and Seizure

Parents have the right to request to
see the contents of their student's
files residing on any districiwned
equipment. The district will cooperate
fully with local, state, or federal officials
in any nvestigation related to any
illegal

activities conducted on the district's
network.

an individual search will be conducted if
there is reasonable suspicion that you have
violated this Policy, th€ode of Student
Conduct, or the law. The investigation

will be reasonable and related to the
suspected violation.

Due Process

School administrators will cooperate
fully with local, state, or federal officials
in any investigation related to any illegal
activities conductethrough OCPS
network access. If the violation also
involves a violation of th€ode of Student
Conduct, it will be handled in a manner
described in that document.

LIMITATION OF
LIADILITY

Orange County Public Schools makes

no guarantee that the functions or the
services provided by or through the
district's network will be erreiree or

without defect. The district will not be
responsible for any damage suffered,
including but not limited to, loss of data or
interruptions of service. Students are
responsible for making a back up copy of
crucial files. The district is not responsible
for the accuracy or quality of the
information obtained through or stored
on the network. The district will not be
responsible for financial obligations arising
through the unauthorized use of the
network as the result of intentional misuse.

developed with the assistance of the responsible netizen Center for advanced Technology in education, University of Oregon
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AbUSE OF ELECTRONIC AND INTERNET/COMMUNICATION DEVICES cevesssseseesssseessese @

AbUSE OF '
ELECTRONIC

AND INTERNET/
COMMUNICATION
DEVICES

The School Board of Orange County,
Florida is committed to providing a safe,
positive, productive and nurturing
educational environment. The use of

the internet or an electronic devicectmvey
any communication, image or

illustration that causes or contributes to the
intimidation, harassment, abuse, or
disparagement of students and staff is
strictly prohibited. This includes any such
communication, image or illustration that is
prepared or originates off school grounds
and adversely impacts the educational
environment at school for students or staff.

The following electronic communication
conveyed by internet or an electronic

device is prohibited: cybestalking,
bullying/cyberbullying, coercion, extortiormaki
threats of violence or harm or other
computer related crimes that impact the
educational environment.

Violation of the abuse of electronic and
Internet/Communication devices policy
may result in discipline in accordance

with theCode of Student Conduct.

OCPS administrators have sole discretion
to determine whether any electronic
communication, image or illustration
violates this policy and théode of

Student Conduct.

any student who learns of any offensive
internet content or electronic
communication, image, or illustration that
relates to any OCPS school, student or
staff member should immediately report
the matter to school staff. each report
will be evaluated to determine the
appropriate action.

developed with the assistance of the responsible netizen Center for advanced Technology in education, University of Oregon
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CODE OF CMLITY POLICY

CODE OF CiILITY

Policy: The education of a child happens
only through partnership, and among
partners must be the child, the school faculty
and staff, the parent(s) or guardian(s), the
community and district office employees.
Partnership is an active state that includes
sharing responsibilities, meaningful
communication and welcomed participation.

When people who are working together
agree, the partnership runs smoothly.
But no two people will always agree and
that can make partnership difficult. The
partnership is most powerfués children
are educated to reach their potential
when we agree on how to disagree. We
must be civil in our discourse.

Civility is often described by its absence.
We hear of harmful actions such as road
rage, physical confrontation, ethnic
stereotypes and slurs. But civility is

not just an absence of harm. ltis the
affirmation of what is best about each of
us individually and collectively. It is more
than saying "please” and "thank youi$ It
reflecting our respect for others in our
behaior, regardless of whether we know
or like them. It also is not simply being
politically correct and is not to be used
to stifle criticism or comment. It is being
truthfulandkind and is each of us

taking responsibility for our own actions
ratherthan llaming others.

as we communicate with each other, we
need to remember that we are working

together to benefit the children of this
community.

Therefore, the Orange County School
Board requires that as we communicate,
students, OCPS faculty and staff, parents,
guardians and all other members of the
community shall:

1. Treat each other with courtesy and
respect at all times.
This means that:

ANe listen carefully and respectfully
as others express opinions that may
be different from ours.

ANe share our opinions and
concerns without loud or offensive
language, gestures or profanity.

2. Treat each other with kindness.
This means that:

,BWe treat each other as we would
like to be treated.

,BWe do not threaten or cause
physical or bodily harm to another.

e do not threaten or cause
damage to the property of another.

,BWe do not bully, belittle or tease
another and we do not allow
others to do so in our presence.

ANe do not demean and are not
abusive or obscene in any of our
communications.

3. Take responsibility for our own
actions.

This means that:
ANe share information honestly.

ANe refrain from displays of
temper.

ANe do not disrupt or attempt to
interfere with the operation of a
classroom or any other work or
public area of a school or school
facility.

4. cooperate with one another.

This means that:

ANe obey school rules for access
and visitation.

ANe respect the legitimate
obligations and time constraints
we each face.

ANe notify each other when we
have information that might help
reach our common goal. This will
include information about safety
issues, academic progress, changes
that might impact a student's work
or ewents in the community that
might impact the school.

ANe respond when asked for
assistance.

ANe understand that we do not
always get our way.
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AUThORITY AND
ENFORCEMENT
OF ThE CODE OF
CIVILITY

Policy: authority and enforcement of a
code for civil conduct ultimately depends
on the individual and collective will of
those involved students, OCPS faculty
and staff, parents, guardians and all other
members of the community. However,
individuals need to know how to respond
to uncivil behavior and how such behavior
will be responded to. The school board
does not condone a lack of civility

by anyone.

Therefore:

1. a student who believes that he or
she has not been treated in a manner
reflective of the Code of Civility
should report such behavior to the
appropriate school administrator.

2. a parent, guardian or community
member who believes that he or she
has not been treated in a manner
reflective of the Code of Civility
should report suchbehavior to the
staff member's immediate supervisor.

3. an employee who believes that he or
she has not been treated in a manner
reflective of the Code of Civility should
use the following guidelines:

a. If personal harm is threatened, the
employee may contact law
enforcement.

B. anyone on school district property
without authorization may be
directed to leave the premises by
an administrator or security officer.
anyone who threatens or attempts
to disrupt school or school district
operations, physically harm
someone, intentionally cause
damage, uses loud or offensive
language, gestures, profanity
or shows a display of temper may
be directed to leave the premises
by an administrator or security officer.






